
Hello 
My oh my doesn’t time fly!  Here we 
are again producing yet another 
Newsletter packed with lots of up-to-
date information with your Centre’s 
activities. 
 
Trixie’s a mum! 

We are happy to report that mother and 
baby are doing well – Trixie named her 
son Ross (for those who did not know) 
but we have yet to see them in the 
Centre.  Hopefully Trixie will be able to 
call in very soon.   
 
Lots happening in the holidays 

This Newsletter has information on 
activities and events happening in this 
Centre and in the surrounding villages 
throughout the summer holidays, so 
please make sure you know what is 
happening when and where.  We want 
as many parents as possible to enjoy 
our FREE sessions with their children.   
 
Something for older children 

This year we are really pleased to be 
accompanied by the Community 
Librarian Wendy Beaver at many of the 
sessions.  This means any families with 
children up to the age of 11 would be 

very welcome to come along and join in 
on these days.  
 
Let us have your feedback 

Staff have been very busy carrying out 
various activities and we cannot thank 
them enough for all their hard work.  
Do remember, however, if you are not 
happy with any actions within the 
Centre or our procedures, please either 
speak to me or any member of the 
Centre staff.  Your feedback is very 
valuable to us.   
 
Hope to see as many of you as 
possible in the summer holidays.  Let’s 
hope the weather allows us to really 
enjoy spending time relaxing with our 
lovely little ones. 
 

Are you ready for fun in the sun?...read 

on... 

What’s in this issue...  

Page 1 Mandy’s Musings 
 

Celebrations! 

Page 2 Notice Board  

Page 3 What’s On - Weekly, Monthly, 
and special Summer activities 

Page 4 Community Hotspot - what’s 
on in the villages 
 

Wish you were here  

Your Centre Manager, 

No.11 
July/August 2010 

Celebrating ... 
 
On the 23rd June we held a Bosom Buddies Tea 
Party to celebrate National Breastfeeding 
Awareness Week.  All breastfeeding mums who 
have attended the Group in the last year, and any 
mums who had indicated on our Registration 
Form that they’d breastfed, were invited to join in 
the fun! 
 
 

 
On the 25th June we celebrated children in our Twins Plus 
Group reaching their 1st birthdays.  The local paper 
attended to take pictures and get some stories about living 
with twins and more! 
 

 
 
Many of our families have benefitted this month from the First 
Aid sessions run by Antoinette Fish to support Child Safety 
Week 21st-27th June.  Don’t forget we have information and 

advice leaflets available all year round on Child Safety.  

Thank you! 
Thank you to all parents who have 
not taken their hot drinks into the 
outdoor play area. 
 
We have enjoyed seeing the lovely 
sun hats and other protective items 
that your little ones have been 
parading. 
 

Please keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the Toddler Groups 
and venues who supported the 
Butterfly Tea Parties run by Katerina 

Hall during June 2010.   

All donations will be forwarded to the 

Children’s Hospices UK. 



 

Saturdads 
 Although the Saturdads sessions have 

been enjoyed by several regular families, 
we feel it is time to have a little break for 
the summer months.  So there will be no 
Saturdads during July, August or September.  Watch this space for future updates.... 

Webster Stratton Parenting Programme 
 

A huge well done to the five parents who completed a 14 

week Parenting Course in May.  A big thank you also to Vicki 

Marsh, one of our Family Support Co-ordinator’s, who worked 

tirelessly to deliver this detailed programme.   

The parents committed to a two hour session each week, in the 

Centre, carried out home activities which they then fed back to 

the group the following session.  At the end of the course we 

had comments such as:  

 óOur relationship has improved 100%ô. 

 óI feel I have my children back!ô 

 óThings are immeasurably better nowô. 

 óMy children now glow when praisedô.  

 

One parent wrote she ‘would definitely tell other parents to 

attend the courseô.  So if you are interested, please give your 

contact details to any Centre staff as we have a waiting list, 

which determines when we offer the next course. 

Pre-school Learning Alliance -  

Devizes Toy Library 
 

Volunteer needed 

 

We’re looking for a volunteer to run our Toy 

Library which we’re re-launching in 

September.  Please come and meet us at 

the Devizes Community Children's 

Centre on Thursday 5th August between 

10am and 12 noon.   

 
Parents are also welcome to come and 

have a look at the Toy Library on that 

day.  If you are interested in being a 

volunteer, please contact staff at the 

Children's Centre on 01380 738691. 

Rhyme Time 

Moving for one week only! 

 

Our regular Rhyme Time slot with Wendy 

Beaver will be moving to 11.30am-12 noon for 

one week only, on Thursday 29
th July 2010 in 

the Cafe.   

Don’t forget it doesn’t run in the school holidays. 

Devizes Carnival – 4th
 September  

 

 

The theme this year for our walking group is ‘Disney Characters’. Make or buy your own costumes.  Meet at the Children’s Centre at 2pm for face painting and getting into your costume.  We’ll be leaving the Children’s Centre at 4pm for judging on The Green.  

Cook 4 Life  
Well done to Tori and Gemma (our Playworker) and the eight parents who have participated in this cookery course.  It was really enjoyed by all and hopefully will result in nutritious and scrumptious meals in those households from now on.   

Our aim for this 
course is for our 
parents to ‘be 
healthy’ and to 
‘enjoy and 
achieve’ learning 
new skills in the 
kitchen.  We’ll give feedback from the parents in our next Newsletter to tell you about the outcomes.   

We will be offering more courses in the future.  Watch this space... 

Stay & Play 

 

Don’t forget! All Stay & Play 

Sessions on Mondays and Fridays 

run as usual over the school 

holidays. 

The Sycamore Centre 

 

Had a miscarriage and need to talk? 

Considering, or have had, a 

termination, no matter when? 

Unexpectedly pregnant and unsure of the way 

forward? 

 

Then we are here to help, free and in confidence.  

 

Call on 07762 382913 for an appointment, or drop in at the 

Devizes Community Children’s Centre on Thursdays 9-30 to 11

-30am. 
 

Other venues are available by arrangement. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hainaultforest.co.uk/Leaf%2520Sycamore1.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.hainaultforest.co.uk/5Field%2520maple.htm&usg=__-4NRSdsqYjswPXgNTRGv_rNZxmA=&h=660&w=784&sz=26&hl=en&start=5&itbs=1&tbnid=_df-smolBjtueM:&tbnh=12


WHAT’S ON MONTHLY 

On a Monday 1st  Monday in the month: 4-6pm. 

Young Parent Education with the midwifery service – (invitation from midwifery service)   

On a  
Wednesday 

1st Wednesday in the month: (only 
during term time) 
Childminding support drop in for 
childminders & parents – FREE 

1st Wed (12noon-5pm) & 3rd Wed 
(9.30am-5pm) in the month: 
Young Parents’ Ante-natal Clinic 
– (invitation from midwifery service) 

3rd Wednesday morning in the 
month:  
Lavington childminders’ Group 

On a Thursday 1st & 2nd Thursday in the month:  
7 - 9pm Parent Education with the 
midwifery service – (invitation from 
midwifery service)  

2nd Thursday in the month: 
10am - 12noon.  Scrapstore .  

3rd Thursday in the month: 
12.45 -2pm Sling Meet  

WHAT’S ON WEEKLY. Everything is at the Children’s Centre in Southbroom unless it says otherwise. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10 -11am Baby Signing 
& Singing - FREE (term 
time only ) . Call Jo on  
01249 817700 to book. 

9.30-10.30 Music Time at 
Five Lanes Primary 
School, Potterne. FREE 
(term time only)   

1 - 2.30pm Bosom 
Buddies Breastfeeding 
Support Group - FREE 

 9 -1pm 8 month checks 
with the Health Visitors 
(by invitation through the 
Health Visiting team)  

9.30 -11am Health 
Visiting Drop-in Clinic   

10 - 12 noon Referral 
Stay & Play Session - 
FREE 

10.30-11.30 
Play Session at Five 

Lanes Primary School, 
Potterne  

1.30 – 3.30pm Young 
Parents’ Group - FREE 

9.30 - 2.30pm Children’s 
Café with Tori Eardley . 
FREE with refreshments 
to buy.  

10 - 12 noon Referral 
Stay & Play Session at 
the Opportunity Centre, 
Belle Vue Rd - FREE 

1- 2.30pm Baby Yoga 
with Belle Wiles. Call Belle 
to reserve a FREE space 
on 07980 182823 

9am -12 noon Devizes 
Childminders group 
(term time only) 

2 - 4pm Antenatal & 

Postnatal Stop 

Smoking Clinic (by 

prior appointment) 

9.30 - 11.30am The 
Sycamore Centre. Free 
and confidential 
pregnancy help & 
support. 

1 - 1.45pm Music Time 
with Lucy - FREE (term 
time only) 

 9.45-11.45am St John’s 
Baby & Toddlers. St 
John’s Parish Rooms, 
Long Street 

 1pm onwards Rhyme 
Time with Children’s 
Librarian Wendy Beaver, 
in the Children’s Cafe 

1 - 2.30pm   Twins Plus 
group in the family room  

 10 -11am Baby Signing 
& Singing - FREE (term 
time only ) . Call Jo on  
01249 817700 to book. 

 10am-12noon Rowde 
Toddler Group. Rowde 
Village Hall. Mornings, 
term time only 

 

 11 -12 noon Baby 
Signing & Singing - 
FREE (term time only). 
Call Jo on  01249 817700 
to book. 

   

 12.30- 2pm Dots & Tots, 
for mums-to-be and 
mums with babies    

   0-2yrs 

   

SPECIAL SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
JULY   

Tue 27th Play Session & Face Painting, Five Lanes Primary 
School, Potterne. 9.30-11.30 

Wed 28th Free Activity Morning, Old School High Street Market 
Lavington. 10am-12noon 

Thur 29th Bring a Picnic in Children's Centre Café. 9am-2.30pm 

Thur 29th Rhyme Time, Café area with Wendy Beaver.  
11.30-12noon 

AUGUST   

Tue 3rd Play Session, Five Lanes Primary School, Potterne.  
9.30-11.30am 

Tue 3rd Drop-in Activities & reading, Busy Bambinos, Bromham. 
10am-12noon 

Wed 4th Workout Wednesday. Physical activities - come and get 
fit with us! Children's Centre. 12noon-3pm 

Thur 5th Mad Scientist -children's science experiments. Rowde 
Village Hall, Rowde. 10am-12noon 

Thur 5th PLA Toy Library. Children's Centre Café. 10am-12noon 

Tue 10th Face Painting  & Activities. Bishops Cannings Village 
Hall, Bishops Cannings. 10am-12noon 

Tue 10th Play Session, Five Lanes Primary School, Potterne.  
9.30-11.30am 

Wed 11th Mad Scientist & Activities. Urchfont Village Hall, 
Urchfont. 10am-12noon 

Thur 12th Bring a Picnic in the Children's Café. Scrapstore activity. 
9am-2.30pm 

Thur 12th Community Fire Engine during the Children's Cafe on 
10am-12 noon 

Tue 17th Play Session, Five Lanes Primary School, Potterne. 
09.30-11.30am 

Wed 18th Sporty Activities with Centre staff. Children's Centre. 
12noon-3pm 

Thur 19th Children's Centre Café. Physical Activities with Centre 
staff. 9am-2.30pm 

Tue 24th Play Session. Five Lanes Primary School, Potterne.  
10am-12noon 

Wed 25th Activity Session. Rowde Village Hall, Rowde.  
10am-12noon 

Thur 26th Bring a Picnic in the Children's Café. 9am-2.30pm 
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Devizes Town & Villages North 
 

 Referral Stay and Play session  
every Friday 10am-12noon  

at Devizes Opportunity Centre,  
                                       Waiblingen Way. 

Running throughout  the school holidays. 
 
We’re open all year 
round including school 
holidays (except at 
Christmas), and would 
love to meet you and 
your children. 
 
Referral means parents 
can refer themselves if 
they have just moved to 
the area or do not attend any other toddler group with their 
children. Parents can get other agencies they may be 
working with, such as Health visitors and  Social services, 
to refer on their behalf. 
 
If you have any questions about this session, please 
contact the Children’s Centre on 01380 738691. 
 
 

Rowde Toddler Group 
Meets every Thursday morning, term time only 

in the village hall. 
We’re delighted at how well attended this group is. Thank 
you to the committee members who are working hard to 
keep this group going. An even bigger thank you to the 
parents who attend  and enjoy these weekly sessions. 
 

If you live in Rowde or nearby  
and haven’t come along yet, why not give it a try?  

You and your children would be very welcome. 
Please note the Toddler Group doesnôt run  

during school holidays 

Baby Massage  

Baby Massage is offered at Devizes Family Health Centre, 

New Park Street, Devizes.  

To find out about the next Course, please contact Devizes 

Family Health Centre on 01380 739147 

 
 
Devizes Town & Villages South 

 

Potterne Play Sessions 
Potterne Five Lanes School,  

family room mobile 
Tuesdays 9.30 - 11.30am  

Open throughout the school holidays 
FREE, with refreshments provided.  

Please note: Music Time with Lucy runs during term time only 
so won’t be on in the school holidays. 
  

What are Potterne play sessions? 
They provide a chance for parents/carers to play with their 
child/ren and meet other families in their area. The children 
benefit from mixing with other children and can get 'messy' 
with the many different craft activities on offer (aprons are 
available!) 
 
It's a drop-in session, so no need to book. For information, 
contact Vicki Marsh on  01380 738691 or 
vicki@devizeschildrenscentre.org.uk 

 
 

Community Hotspot - what’s going on out in the villages and community 

You can go to 

everything, no matter 

whe
re 

it 
is.

 An
d i

tõs
 

(nearly) all free
! 

Wish you were here...  
NEW section for Parents on your Centres’ newsletter. 

This is 

great! 

Rugby Ballet 
  

Hello, my name is Katka Hall and I have a little boy 
Alex, who is 3 years old. I have been looking forward to 
having a little sportsman at home since Alex was born 
really, so I was excited about the Rugby Tots taster 
session early this year in the Children’s Centre. I was 
imagining Alex running as fast as the wind (he has 
outrun me since he was about 2) and doing 
everything just perfectly.  
 
Alex did enjoy Rugby Tots very much, but not in the 
way I imagined... he did hop like a kangaroo and dance 
like a fairy while everyone else ran past him and he did 
use the hula hoops as well - the proper way, just not to 
score a try in them as he was supposed to. It was great 
fun and actually Alex goes to Rugby Tots now and he 
loves it.   P.S. And yes, they DID suggest Alex would 
maybe enjoy ballet more?!? :) 

mailto:vicki@devizeschildrenscentre.org.uk

