
Your Centre Manager, 

Hello everyone,  

As always, itôs a busy time in the Centre. Weôve met lots of new 

parents and though we still have a lot of work to do to register 

all of the families in our area, we will get there! 
 

Another Childrenôs Centre ï bringing services out to you. 

Weôve been given the wonderful opportunity to roll out another 

Childrenôs Centre in Devizes, part of Phase 3 Children Centre 

developments across the county.  You might have noticed that 

weôre starting to use slightly different logos which say óDevizes 

Community Childrenôs Centresô.  It wonôt affect how weôre 

currently working, as we wonôt have another building. Instead 

weôll be able to offer more services in the villages and on the 

other side of town, and everything will continue to be 

coordinated from the centre at Southbroom Infantsô.    Weôll be 

talking to community groups, schools, and preschools about 

developing outreach services and identifying satellite locations.   

Call Trixie if you have any suggestions about good locations or 

organisations to work with.  
 

Weôve had a great parentsô forum in the Crown pub, which 

comes up with really good suggestions & offers for help.  Well 

done especially to Zoe, Tori and Chrissie.  Weôre very proud of 

our parents!  Look out for the next newsletter to find out about 

our parentsô ideas.  
 

We have two fantastic new members of staff - Zoe Dempsey 

and Jillian Wakely, who share the role of receptionist / 

hospitality assistant.  Come in and meet them! 

Mondays 

9am-12.00 Talk time 

Drop in or phone in session with the Centre 

manager - FREE 
 

1- 2.30pm Baby Yoga with Belle Wiles. Next 

courses start April 20th & June 1st . Call Belle to 

reserve a FREE space on 07980 182823. 

Tuesdays 
9am -12.00 Devizes Childminders group 
(term time only) 
 

10 -11am (term time only) Baby Signing & 
Singing - FREE 
 

11 -12 noon (term time only) Baby Signing & 
Singing - FREE 
 
 

12.30- 2pm NCT Bumps and Babies group 
 

1-2.30pm Yoga in Pregnancy - FREE 

Wednesdays 
1 - 2.30pm Baby café ï Breastfeeding 
Support Group - FREE 
 

1.30 ï 3.30pm Young Parentsô Group - FREE 

Thursdays 
9.30 ï 2.30pm Childrenôs caf® with Tori 
Eardley . FREE with refreshments to buy.  
 

9.30 - 11.30am The Sycamore Centre, for if 
youôre in a pregnancy crisis - free and 
confidential help & support. 

Fridays 
9.30 ï 11am Referral Stay & Play Session - 
FREE 
 

10am Kids Konvoy Walking Group - FREE 
 

1- 1.45 Music Time with Lucy - FREE (term 
time only) 

On a Monday 

1st in the month: 4-6pm. 

Young Parent Education 

with the midwifery service ï 

(invitation from midwifery 

service). 

On a Wednesday 
1st Wed in the month: (term 
time only) 
Childminding support 
drop in for childminders & 
parents ï FREE 
 
1st  & 3rd Wed in the month: 
1.30 ï 5pm Young Parentsô 
Ante-natal Clinic ï 
(invitation from midwifery 
service) 
  
3rd Wed morning in the 
month: 
Lavington childmindersô 
Group 

On a Thursday 
1st Thurs morning in month: 
Toy Library. 
  
1st & 2nd Thurs in month:  
7 - 9pm Parent Education 
with the midwifery service ï 
(invitation from midwifery 
service). 

On a Saturday 
1st Saturday in the month    
10am ï 2pm Saturdadsô 
Café 

NEW! FREE Baby Massage.  

For babies 6 weeks to crawling.  

4 week course running indefinitely.  

Run by Mandy at the Health Centre in 

New Park Street in partnership with 

the Health Visiting Service. Please 

contact us if youôd like to know more 

or book a place.  

Next Parenting course  
Weôre taking names for people 

interesting in either our next Family 

Caring Trust 6 wk course, or a longer 

Webster Stratton Course that we 

hope to run in September.  Crèche 

available. Places are limited - call 

Mandy at the Centre to find out more.  

Special Holiday Activities 

Mandyôs Messy Morning (back by 

popular demand!) 

Wednesday 27th May 10-12pm in the 

Centre. This is a drop in and all are 

welcome. 

 

Celebrating National Familiesô 

Week - Centre Picnic 

Thursday 28th May, 11am onwards. 

Bring a picnic or buy something in the 

café - come and sit outside in our 

new play area or wander on the 

school field and have a run around 

and play. 
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Iôm an Admin 
Assistant  working 
with Trixie and the 
rest of the Team. 
You may notice 
me with my head 
over the Centreôs 

laptop on Monday & Tuesday mornings 
in term time, and more through the  
school holidays when the Centre is still 
open. My job involves inputting all family 
registrations and keeping the records up
-to-date for all the wonderful events we 
run. Iôve recently been getting the 
Centreôs Information Point running 
smoothly so that we can pass it on to 
you more easily. 
 
Iôve lived in Calne for the last 9 years 
with my husband & sons aged 15 & 11, 
who go to school in Calne. We 
previously lived in Lyneham while he 
was in the RAF.  We owned many 
animals over the years including 
hamsters, gerbils, a rat, cats and a 

budgie. We currently have 9 sheep, 
which we keep in the West Woods at 
Lockeridge, and a lovely cat called Leah. 
 
In the 1980s I worked at Allied Dunbar 
Life Assurance in Swindon, which was 
very demanding but fulfilling.  I took 
voluntary redundancy and then started 
my family.  Iôve undertaken various roles 
while theyôve been growing up, including 
childcare, mobile care work, voluntary 
shop work and gardening. Iôve also been 
Secretary and Treasurer for my 
childrenôs PTA. Iôve kept myself busy 
learning new skills: NCFE in Childcare & 
Education, Gardening Certificates and 
updating my Computer Skills with an 
ECDL. 
 
Now that my family no longer need me 
at home as much, I have been able to 
return to the work I enjoy whilst 
incorporating the experiences and 
training I have acquired over the years.  
The best of both worlds ï I hope. 

Focus oné Maggie Russell, Admin Assistant 

Weôre developing other services all the time 
 
Financial help for families struggling with costs 
Weôre looking at the possibility of a monthly drop-in surgery for families who might be 
eligible for support from charities, if you have special circumstances or your children 
have particular needs. The process of applying can be daunting and itôs difficult ask-
ing for help. Do you think a one-to-one advice service is something you might find 
useful?  Please let us know. 
 

Home visiting 
If you havenôt been to any events or activities yet, or know someone who doesnôt 
know about the Childrenôs Centre, why not call us and book a home visit? Weôll tell 
you about the Centre in the comfort of your own home or another preferred location. 
 

Kids Konvoy -  Fun at the Fire Station on Friday 5th June 
The group meets at the Centre every Friday at 10am come rain or shine, for walks 
around the local area. On 5th June theyôre off to the fire station where thereôll be a 
chance to see the brand new fire engine.  Refreshments will be available. 
Call Belle on 07980182823  or Tori on 01380 739484 for more information. 
 

Childminding Support. First Wednesday of the month 10-11am during term time 
Did you know that Nicola Harris, Childminding Development Officer, holds a drop in 
sessions here at the Centre on the first Wednesday of each month (term time only) 
from 10 -11am.  Offers advice and support about all aspects of childminding to child-
minders and parents. FREE 
 

Oral Health Information  - National Smile month 17 May- 16 June 
Have you seen the advice and leaflets in the centre and café about dental and Oral 
health? We have two up-to-date displays, and leaflets that explain the importance of 
oral health for young children.   Leaflets available are óCaring for your gumsô and 
óHow to protect your teeth from acid erosionô. 
 
Would you like the oral health team to visit your community group or toddler session?  
Ask us how.      

Child Safety Week 22-28 June 
 

During this week, weôll have child safety information available 

FREE for all parents when they visit the Centre.   There will 

be  safety goodies to hand out in the Childrenôs Cafe on 

Thursday 25th June. 

Breastfeeding Tea Party  

The breastfeeding celebration last week in Baby Café was a 

great success - we launched our new leaflet about breastfeeding 

in Devizes, thanks to Helen our volunteer advisor, and a lovely 

mum baked us a cake.  Did you see us in the paper? 

 

 

Special Dates for your diary  - 

itôs all free! 

Saturday 6th June 10am - 2pm 

Saturdads ï Dadsô caf®, and ASK 

Family Information Service, in the 

Childrenôs Cafe 

Thursday 4th June 10-12pm  

Toy library in the Childrenôs cafe  

Thursday 11th June 10-12pm 

Scrapstore in the Childrenôs Caf® 

Saturday 20th June 10-2pm 

Dadôs First Aid Session ï please book. 

Thursday 25th June All day 

Child Safety Information in the 

Childrenôs Caf® 

Thursday 2nd July 10-12pm 

Toy library in the childrenôs cafe 

Saturday 4th July 10-2pm 

Saturdads ï Dadsô caf®. 

Monday 6th July 10-12pm 

First aid for parents / carers of 
toddlers ï please book  

Thursday 9th July 10 - 12pm  

Scrapstore in the Childrenôs Caf®  

              BANK HOLIDAY  
               Monday May 25th - closed 

Wednesday  27th May 10-12pm 
Mandyôs messy play ï  drop in 

Thursday 28th May 

Celebrating National Family Week.  

Picnic in the centre. (weather 

permitting) . Enjoy the outside space 

with your family. Bring a picnic or buy 

something in the café  

 

ASK Family Information Service in the 
Childrenôs Caf®  


